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By Stephen Simpson

It has been 11 years since russia took control of crimea but moscow's invasion of ukraine has put
the peninsula back in the global spotlight The republic is coterminous with the crimean peninsula,
lying between the black sea and the sea of azov After ukrainian independence in 1991, most of
the peninsula was reorganised as the autonomous republic of crimea Crimea, which juts out into
the black sea off southern ukraine, was absorbed into the russian empire along with most ethnic
ukrainian territory by catherine the great in the 18th century. Ukraine has stepped up its strikes on
crimea as part of a strategy to isolate the occupied peninsula from mainland russia and raise the
cost of the occupation Following the dissolution of the soviet union, the republic of crimea was
formed in 1992, although the republic was abolished in 1995, with the autonomous republic of
crimea established firmly under.
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